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The Chimneys is located on the southeast corner of a busy intersection on

Caroline Street at the southern edge of Fredericksburg's business district.
Behind the house, once the residence of a Scottish merchant, the remnants
of a garden survive on terraces leading to the Rappahannock River, after
the fashion of the townhouses of many Scottish merchants in colonial Vir-
ginia.

The large (approximately 50' by 34'), two-story, hipped-roof building is
supported on a stone basement and has massive brick exterior end chimneys
jaid in Flemish bond. Differences in the construction of the north and the
south portions of the cellar, and in the decorative details throughout the
house, suggest that the house was built in two sections, but no disconti-
nuities can be found in the framing of either the attic floor or the roof.

The southern half of the weatherboarded west, or main, front is two bays
long with nine-over-nine sash on the first floor and six~-over-nine sash in
the smaller second-floor windows. On the northern half of the fagade, three
small nine-over-nine windows in the second floor inserted as a result of the
division o this room it smdler campartmeris in the 19th century are centered ov
two extremely large first-floor windows with six-over-six sash. All of the
windows, as well as the entrance doorway, are framed by louvered blinds.

A large entrance door with a five-light transom is bracketed by two atten-
uvated pilasters supporting a balecony, a recently installed reproduction of
that on Federal Hill, another eighteenth-century house in Fredericksburg.
A later doorway opens onto the balcony, Surrounding the house is a modil-
iion cornice with scrolled modillions. A later one-story brick ell at the
rear received a frame second story sometime before the Civil War, as war-
time photographs attest, and a small, one-story wing has been added to the
southern end of the house,

The house has a simple central-hall, double-pile plan. In the noxrth end
are end-wall fireplaces, and the southern end features corner fireplaces.
The stair is in the central passage and rises from the river front to the
street front.
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The highlight of the interior is the woodwork in the two southern rooms;
that in the front (southwest) room is the most elaborate featuring raised-
panel wainscoting and a chair rail with Wall-of-Troy fretwork. The room's
architrave door casing is surmounted by a full entablature with consoles
and a latticework frieze. A modillion cornice is broken out over the
windows which also have latticework friezes. The room's main feature,
however, is its handsome chimney plece. Over a simple architrave surround
a pair of consoles support an elaborately molded mantel shelf to which a
top element with a rope-mold edge was added probably early in the nine~
teenth century. A flush overmantel panel with double crossettes is en-
riched by a Greek-key border and floral carving both in the crossettes and
in the corners of the panel itself. Carved swags, bosses, and garlands
cnvelop the whole, and a spiral motif under the panel is partly cbscured
by the added shelf. This distinctive overmantel is obviously an earlier
work by the same craftsman who decorated Federal Hill, previously mentioned.

L ' (see continuation sheet #2)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

of this historic city's Georgian architecture

business district of Fredericksburg.

garlanded overmantel.

another outstanding Frederickshurg house of the period.

plot in 1771,
Assurance Society policy of that year shows.

left the interiors unfinished, which possibly accounts

that the house was again owner-occupied.
house passed through a series of owners.

again in 1843,

marks Commission in March, 1974.
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The Chimneys, so named for its two enormaus stacks, is an important example
and forms a vital visual ter-
mination to the group of early buildings which makes up the Caroline Street
Erected in the last quarter of the
eighteenth century, this house contains some exceptional woodwork, most
notably in the southwest room which has latticework window heads and a

This distinctive trim was probably executed by the
same unknown craftsman who decorated the dining room of Federal Hill,

The Chimneys is located on land formerly owned by William Gooch, the colonial
governor, and was probably built by John Glassell soon after he bought the
It was standing in its present size by 1796, as a Mutual
Glassell returned suddenly to
his native Scotland at the outbreak of the American Revolution and may have
for the differences
in the woodwork and the suspicion that the house was built in two stages.
After the war, the house was let to a series of tenants by Glassell's agent,
and it was not until 1814, when The Chimneys was acquired by John Mundell,
Following Mundell's occupancy, the
It was purchased by Major Claiborn
Wwiglesworth in 1818, by Fayette Johnston in 1830, and changed ownership
The Chimneys is presently the property of the Historic
Fredericksburg Foundation, Inc., and is used for offices.
protected by an open-space easement granted to the Virginia Historic Land-

The setting is
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7. DESCRIPTION

The rear (southeast) room also has raised-panel wainscoting, but only a simple
dentil cornice. The chimney is embellished with an architrave fireplace sur-
round below a pulvinated frieze with a flat central tablet, a dentil cornice
broken out at both ends, and a later shelf with rope mold similar to that in
the front room. The overmantel consists of an unusual raised-panel arrange-
ment with a large square central panel surrounded by thirteen smaller ones.

A plain flat panel wainscot surrounds the center passage. The stair displays
sawn and carved scrolled brackets with simple turned balusters, three to a
tread. The banister is echoed by a chair rail ascending along the wall.

The north end of the first floor is in the form of a double parlor, represent-
ing a series of alterations from the original form. The rooms contain a con-
glomeration of ¢creek Revival, Tuscan, and other mid-nineteenth-century trim,
including much enlarged window openings.

On the second floor, the two southern chambers contain mantels whose original
designs incorporate the rope-mold edged shelves added to the first-floox
woodwork., The north rooms have woodwork very similar to that in the xooms
below them.

Under the hipped roof are three massive king-post trusses. These support a
system of principal purlins and common rafters which give the roof its form.
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